Rapidly progressive fatal pulmonary infiltration by lymphoma.
Two patients with diffuse lymphoma, one diffuse large cell and the other diffuse mixed, large and small cell, developed an illness characterised by a high swingeing fever and a pulmonary infiltrate. In both patients there was clinical evidence of chemotherapy-induced tumour response elsewhere at the time lung infiltrates progressed. Blood and sputum cultures, bronchial washings, and, in one case, trans-bronchial lung biopsy did not establish a diagnosis and there was progressive clinical deterioration. Post mortem examination showed widespread involvement of both lungs with lymphoma. The differential diagnosis of fever and pulmonary infiltrates in patients with diffuse lymphoma is discussed, in particular the possibility of this being due to rapidly progressive lymphoma.